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572 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

It is for these reasons that we have resolved to decline the office 

of Commissioners under the act in question, and we have deemed it 

the most proper and respectful course to communicate to your 

Excellency the reasons of our decision. 

Geo. Shaeswood, 

J. I. Clark Hare. 
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A Practical Treatise on the Law op Evidence. By Thomas Starkie, Esq , of 
the Inner Temple, one of her Majesty's counsel. The eighth American, from the 
fourth London edition. By George Morjsley Dowdesweh, and John George 
Maicom, Esquires, of the Inner Temple, barristers at law. With notes and refer- 
ences to American cases, by George Sharswood. Together with the notes to 
former American editions, by Theron Metcalf, Edward D. Ingraham, and 
Benjamin Gerhard, Esquires. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. Johnson & Co. 1860. 

A notice of Starkie on Evidence, at this day is, perhaps, calculated to 
excite a smile in our readers. But in truth the moderate sized volume 
before us is so much improved and so much compressed that it deserves 
every commendation. The excellent notes of the American edition have 
long been familiar to the bar, and no more need be said of them. But the 
body of the work has been adapted to the present state of the law, and 
while we lose nothing of value, the rubbish is all swept away. No books 
in onr libraries have a greater charm for us or a more direct value than 
treatises on evidence. And none have been written which at once are so 
strictly scieutific, so logical and so practical as the acceptable books of the 
late professor Greenleaf and Mr. Pitt Taylor. Mr. Starkie's treatise has 
also its established place and will always maintain a first class rank. 



Reports or Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Tennessee, 
during the year 1858. By John W. Head, State Reporter. Vol. 1. Nashville : 
J. 0. Griffith & Co. 1860. 

We have read this volume of Mr. Head's reports, with much pleasure. 
The profession in Tennessee should be rejoiced to have a reporter who so 
faithfully and so ably discharges his duty. We have marked several cases 



